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Sp) ever I \ was pulled and baked to any 
ſervice, it was to" thif”, of preaching 
and Printing upon. this oceafien 3 not\ for 
a. ny. wart of love to him. that is deceaſe js 
ed : for I. can truly /9, that \Þ loved, him -2« NY 
bowe any. man, in. t World. But .1 would | 
bave bad this lift Office done for bim by: one" 
who could. bave done t bettar,. - It's pity He 
who deſerved a pillar of '\Marble,, | ſbould 
bawe but a heap of Stones, for 8 Monnment. 

The, Truth is,\l, did ſo often Hinſon #t, cxill o 
I began to think. it, was Pride, and.not\Mo-'" + © * 
deſty made me ſo much againſtcit' :\ for bad it ft 
been a Sermon. larded with Khetorical ſtrains, 
4nd cram. &, with. Quotations, *tos" \very, bikely: 
one's have been more wHling hg «el pabli- _ 
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on:; but. becauſe out of my meantteſs I conld 
ail ol T 4 ©: of NE yp A bn 4 TOE 3b FE " . " >= 14 
Dre OT OI. ES PTR, Fee one 
ly, - this -mnght- make me hath to” hav 


pdgerty expoſed : but it ſeems I nmſt either 


* print,- or. be printed: which I have choſen to- 


do: by the beſt Copy 1 could get, to prevent vhe 
going abroad. of d worſer. 

If any that knew this bleſſed.. mn, find 
fault that his Picture is no better drawn ( as 
'tis likely many will) I muſt ſay , It's their 
fank- th pare, why did ot chaſe ore that could 
hive. dojfie it bettef.” ”. "34 

| What ## bere+ fpoken'” of bim, is fo oo 


frow'being \abdve; "that. # 33 Far below that 


fons and Bedities.” of Dis " enner-man'® 
. "Hrs ſhining gifts?" His Tively Graces ? '-Hir 
love 16 Trith ? - His compa ſſrof to Souls? His 


zeal fo /Gou ? His melting Prayers * His affe- | 


Hivnale preaebin#? bit beawerly Diſtontſes? His 
boly Example, wnh that warm ſincete Spirit 
#hich- Iveatbed it bim® We can no more 
draws to. the Hiſt «theſe Divine Colours and li- 

neatetnte” of bis better part ©, than we can 

paint” tbe beat bf rhe Fire., or the brighineſs 
af the Sun. $95 Jo 
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ers leſs thaw five or 
fix bave been- laid in*the duſt ' within"this 
five or ſix Months. When ſuch burning and 
ſhining Lights are put out, have we not canſe 


thoſe that ſbould ſtan in the gap are re- 
moved, may not we tremble to think of the 
wrath that 5s breakzng in upon us ? Oh, if 
you have any Tears in your Eyes, pour them 
out before the Lord. If you have any groans 
in your Breaſts, ſend them up to Heaven. 'If 
you have any Intereſt at the Throne of Grare , 
improve it in praying the Lord of the Har- 
weſt, that he would ſend forth Labourers #hto 
the Harveſt. 
_ conclude , Let us be followers of him, 
who followed the Lord fully, and is entred in-, 
4 to reſt ; let us ſtudy and” ſtrive to walk be. 
fore God with a perfeti and upright beart as 
he did ; let us love God and bis holineſs 
hs be did, let us do the Will. of God, and 
eye his Glory as he did, and then onr 


end will be peace, as his Was, If 
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to fear a night of darkne of coming 0n ® When © 


he Epiltle; the. 
Me vIf. any. ſay; bat we want his Groceet : TI forall 
anſwer-in; ſome.of his. own dying words : when 
one ſaid }o'bim, Oh Sir, There are many who 
could\ wiſh their" Souls in your Souls ſtead : 
His Reply was ; The ſame Grace that faveth 
me, (is able to ſave "you. alſo. | | 


Your Souls Servant, 


R. B. 
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ad Scribler !. wilt thou venture now to Write, 
When Age and Tears have fo obfcur'd thy fight ? 
Let youthful Muſes dance on Verſes feet, 
Thy cripled palfey Pen is no way-meet 
For ſuch Heroick ſtrains, as now are due 
To bleſted Wadſmorths memory, who drew 
His breath but lately with us, but is fled 
Alas,too ſoou from us ; ſome ſay he's dead, 
But that's too grols a word 3 for men profane 
Dye while they live, but holy men do gain 
Truelife by death; thine heavenly winged Dove 
Hath left us creeping worms, and is above, 
A Bird of Paradice; bleſt Soul we joy 
Thine happineſs, but grief muſt us annoy, 
Poring upon our lofs, which is ſo high, . 
An Handkerchief from Heaven mult dry our eye, 
Or elfe our grief may blind us: none can ſtay 
This Flood from drowning, but the Lurd of Day 
And pitchy Night, whoſe Royalty it is 
To bring Light.out of Darkneſs when he pleaſe. 
Oh, for a Tranſmigration, that fo 
Thine holy Spirit into our Breaſts might flow ; 
This, this, might dam the Water, when we find 
Wadſworth: bleſt Mantle yet is left behind : 
But wiſhes are the poor mans wealth :; we may 
Deſire this Garment : but our thia array 


Fern ear Fricslt ak Skint,”' now chtof beeidh, 


ſence makes uslong the more for death, \ 
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PSAL. XXXVII. 37. 
Mark, the perfe® man, and behold the upright : for the 


end of that man is peace. 


OT to ſpend time in Prefacingz In the 
words read, we have theſe Two things 
worthy our conſideration. 

Firs, We have here the Life:and Death 
of a godly Man deſcrib'd to us; his Life, 

ſo he is (tiled the perfe# and the »pright Man 3 

his Death, and ſo his end is ſaid to be peace. 

Secondly, We have that which is our duty, in re- 
ference to this godly Man; and that is to obſerve 
him , and to take ſpeciab notice of him both living 
and dying 3 This is given us in two words : Firſt, 

Mark him ;, the word (ignifhes to mark, as one that is 
upon a Watch-Tower: And ſecondly, 'Behold him, 
which (ignifies to behold him narrowly, and exa@tly : 
The doubling of the word , ſhews that we ſhould 
diligently conſider him. This is our duty with re- 

ference to the good and godly Man, 

IK 
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If you compare this Verſe with the foregoing, you 
ſhall find that the Prophet does, as it were, draw 
two Pifturesz in verſe 35, he draws the Picture of 
the ungodly man; and he draws him in his beſt attire, 
he draws him in his beſt colours : -7 have ſeen the wicked 
in great power, and ſpreading himſelf like a green bay 
tree. Here you have a goodly picture; but his colours 
they are all fading, and his beauty and glory is ſoon 
gone; for ſo it follows at the next verſe, Tet he paſſed 
away, and lo he was not ; yea, T ſought him, but he could 
not be found. He is ſoon wither'd root and branch, all 
his pomp and bravery it does quickly end indult and 
albes. 

Now in oppoſition to this , the Prophet does here 
draw the Picture of a godly man, and he pives us 
theſe two lineaments of him z he calls him the perf 
man and the wpright ; That is the Picture of his Life-: 
And then he gives us the Picture of his Death too, 
or of him dying 3 and fo his end is peace. Mark the 
perfe# man, and behold the upright, for the end of 
that man is peace. 

The obſervation or leſſon I ſhall commend to you 
is this, It is our duty to obſerve and take ſpecial no- 
tice of the good and godly man, both in his life and 
death. Such as are holy, gracious, and godly men, | 
it is good for us to obſerve them living and dying ; 
to mark how perfetly and uprightly they live, aad 
behold” how peaceably and comfortably they dye. 

Here are three things to be ſpoken too, 1. The 
Life of the godly man. 2. His Death. And 3. Our 
duty with reference tohim in both thele. 

Firſt, Let us a little view the Life of this godly man, 
as 'tis given us here under theſe two Charatters of the 
perfect 


3 

perfeT man, and the upright 3 The pexfef? man, who 
is he? or what is it to be perfect ? That is perfe& in 
a (trift ſenſe, to-which nothing needs be added ; and 
ſo he only 1s a perfect man, that hath nothing of im- 
 perfeCtion remaining in him: But then, where ſhall we 
tind this perfet Man ? For if Noah and Abraham had 
their imperfections, if Elzas is faid to be a Man of like 
paſſions with us, it Job and David were not without 
their defetts, where then ſhall we find this perfe& man ? 
We muſt therefore diſtinguiſh; PerfeCtion is either ab- 
ſolute, or comparative ; 

Abſolute, and fo they only are perfect, who are free 
from all fin and imperfection; and thus the Angels in 
Heaven, and the ſpirits of juſt men above, are perfeCt. 

And Secondly, there is a comparative perfeCtion, 
and ſothe godly man may be ſaid to be a perfe& man, 
if compared with the wicked, who have no grace at 
all z or c6mpar'd with the hypocrite, who hath grace 
only in appearance z or compared with other Saints, 
who have leſs grace than he. | 

Or ſecondly, we may thus diſtinguiſh it : PerfeQtion 
1s cither Legal, ſuch as the Law requires 3 or Evangeli- 
cal, ſuch as the Goſpel accepts of, 

Firit, Legal perfeCtion, That lies in a finleſs obedi- 
ence, and an exact conformity tothe Law of God 3 and 
ſuch a perfe&t man, is not to be found amongſt men in 
this World ; For the Scripture concludes all men under 
ſin. Job durlt not avouch himſelf to be: thus perfect, 
Job 9. 20, If Tay T am perfe#, it ſhall alſo prove we 
perverſe. And St. John durlt not aver himſelt to be thus 
perfect, John 1 Epiſt.1. 8, If we ſay that we have no 
ſin, we deceive owr ſelves, and the trath is not in 
&. To find a Man that bath nothing» of darkneſs or 
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ignorance remaining on his mind, that hath no evil 
thoughts or. inclinations riling in his heart, that. hath 
no defedts or imperfections in any of his duties and ſer- 
vices; you may as ſoon find a man that hath no 11]-hu- 
mours, no ſeeds of ſickneſs or death in his body. 

But then, Secondly, There is an Evangelical Per- 
fdtion, ſuch as the Goſpel does accept of z and thus 
the godly man may be ſaid to be perte&z and that, theſe 
Two ways. 

Firſt, Perfeft as to his juſtification befare God. 
through Jeſus Chriſt 3 a godly man he is perfectly juſti- 
fied, that 1s, his fins are fully pardoned, they are all 
blotted out and remitted, as 1t they had never been 
committed ; he that' truly repents, and believes in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he hath the perfect righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt imputed to him 5 and upon that account is per- 
fetly juſtified, he is acquitted from all his Gn. 7/hs 
foal lay any thing to the charge of Gods ele? Rom. 8.33. 
We are compleat in Chriſt, Col. 2. 10. Compleat in 
him, not in our ſelves; *tis in him we have a perfect 
righteouſneſs for our: juſtification before God ; in our 
ſelves we have none, but what is as a filthy rag, and 
hath a Thouſand bracks and cracks in it. 

Secondly, A godly man may be ſaid to be pertef'too, 
as to his Regeneration and Sanfification, and that in 
T-woreſpets. 

I. Becaufe he hath the perfect beginnings and ſeeds 
of all grace and holineſs wrought in him; even as a 
Child as ſoon as it is born, bath the perfe& limbs and 
haeaments of his Father, eye for eye, and hand for 
hand, and foot for foot, though he be ſtill capable of 
further growth and increaſe in every member ; and fo 
it 1s with thoſethat are born of God, they have all the 
lines 


be 

lines of Gods image drawn upon their ſouls, they h2ve 
all the limbs of the new creature, repentance towards 
God, and faith towards our Lord Jefus Chriſt; love to 
God, hatred of (in, and lo of the reſt, though they are 
{ti]] capable of a higher encreaſe and perfection in every 
gracez ſo much the Apotle intimates, 1 Theſ. 5. 23, 
where he prays that God would ſanCtifie them through- 
out, in Soul, Body, and Spirit : Mark, they are ſandi- 
ed in the whole Man, though hot wholly ; they are 
ſandtified throughout, though not throughly ; there is 
no faculty of Soul that remains unſanctitied, no meme 
ber of Body that remains unſanctified; grace it doth ex- 
tend it ſelf, as far as corruption did, unto every part 3 
ſo that the godly man, though he be Regenerate but 
in part (for we know but in part, and we believe but 
in part, and love but 1n part); yet he hath this perfeQi- 
on, that he 1s regenerate 1n every part. 

And 2. He may be call'd perfect, in regard of the 
aims and intentions of his defires and endeavours; for 
perfection is that which a godly man doth aim at, and 
which he drives at, as In 2 Cor. 7-1, Let ws cleanſe 
our ſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, per- 
fefling holineſs in the fear of God, Mark, he ſpeaks of 
it, as a work that is continually a doing, it is (till in 
progreſs, and in proficiency; for there is no man that 
1s made perfe&ly holy at the firſt, as there is no man 
that is grown a perfect man the firſt day he is born 
and thus St. Paxl, Phil. 3-12, 13, Not as though I had 
already attained, or were already perfet® : But this one 
thing I do, forgetting thoſe things which are behind, and 
reaching forth to thoſe things that are before: I am 
preſſing onward, & > Thus now it is with every god- 
ly man, there is no imperfeCtion remaining in him, _ 

waat: 
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what he longs to be fully rid of z and no grace and good 
thing wrought in him, but what he deſires to be fully 
perfefted; he would be emptied of ſin to the very bot- 
tom, and filled with grace tothe brim z andin this re- 
pet he may be called 4 perfe# man: for in a Goſpel - 
ſenſe, they that would haveno fin in them, they have 
no fin in them; and in a Goſpel-ſenſe, they that deſire 
and ſtrive after perfetioa, they are counted perfect. 
Thus we have done with the firſt term,the firſtCharaGter 
that is given of a godly man,as he is [tiled the per fe mar. 
Secondly, He is (tiled the Upright man « and ſome 
diſtinguiſh between theſe two, as between the Root 
and the Fruit, the Fountain and the Streams ; Perfe- 
Qion they refer to the inward (tate of the Soul 3 and 
uprightneſs to outward walking before God and Man : 
but we need not be very curious in diſtinguiſhing 
theſe two, for they are often put one for another : and 
indeed, a Chriſtians perfection, it lies in his — 
neG ; and therefore 4/2, and Job, and David, are laid 
to walk, before God with a perfe& heart that is, with 
an upright heart. .Now then to be upright, it 1s to 
be dowaxight in Religion, to be platn-hearted and 
figgle-fpirited in what we doz when we are true to 
our profeſlion,and real in what we do ; and thus Jacob is 
ſaid to be a plain man ; that 1s, a perfett and an upright 
man, without any foldings or doubliags in his ſpirit : 
*tis oppos'd to Hypocrilie, and falſe-heartednels, to 
diſimulation and empty ſhows 1n Religion; as the 
Phariſees you know they made great ſhows in Reli- 
gion, they did many things, but they were falſe-heart- 
ed in all that they did ; they made long Prayers, but 
It was under a colour to devour Widows houſes : they 
gave Alms, but it was to be ſeen of men: they had 
by- 
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by-ends, baſe and ſiniſter reſpeQs in all that they did 3 
they did ſeek themſelves, and ſerved themſelves in 
their ſerving of God ; they did not doit out of con- 
ſcience and obedience to God, to pleaſe God, to ho- 
nour God, to enjoy God, this was the dead Fly in 
all their Ointment, this was the Leven that did ſowr 
all their Services : for without this inward Truth and 
uprightneſs of heart, all that we do in Religion, is 
nothing atall : our moſt glorious performances they 
are but abominations in the ſight of Gad, if there be 
not this Truth within, if they be not done out of con- 
ſcience and obedience to God; it is the ſame with 
that ſimplicity and fincerity you read of, 2 Cor. 1. 
12, In ſimplicity and godly ſincerity we have had oxr 
converſation in the world. In ſimplicity 5 not a fooliſh 
ſimplicity, but a godly {1mplicity, as God is ſaid to be 
a Simple Eſſence without mixture ; fo Payls ſimplicity 
was without all mixture of guile, or fraud, or deceit 1n 
what he did. I might ſhew you what are the Ingre- 
dients of this Uprightneſsz when it is that we do a&' 
in the uprightneſs of our hearts, 

Firlt, Love to God, that muſt be the ſpring and 
principle from whence all comes : for if we do not love 
God, we ſhall not ſeek to pleaſe him in what we do; 
and if we do not love God, God will not be pleaſed 
with us neither, in what we do; for what are all our 
performances to God, if they do not flow from Love ? 
and how can we love him, except we know that he hath 
lov'd us firſt? and therefore there mult be Faith ap- 
prehending the love of God in Jeſus Chrilt, at the 
bottom of all, without which all that we do in Relt- 
gion is but Morality, 

And ſecondly, The Will of Gou muſt be the Rule 
OT 


of what we do : for.it is not properly a duty or ſervice 
done to God, if it be not, done in ebedience to his 
Will. What Maſter will 'be ſerved by his Servant as 
his Servant will? if in our ſerving and worſhippin 
of God, we ſerve him according to our own will, wy 
not his Will; we do but ſerve our ſelves, and not God ; 
nay, indeed we do but ſet up our ſelves in the room 
of God. 

And Thirdly, The Glory of God that muſt be the 
end of all: not that we may have praiſe and glory from 
men, but that God in all thingsmay be glorified by us : 
if we have any good thing in us, it is from the grace 
of God that we receive itz and if there be any good 
thing done by us, it is by the grace of God we are en- 
abled to doit; and therefore the glory, and the honour 
of all that we have and do, belongs to God. The up- 
right man he is always an humble man, he hath the low- 
eſt and meaneſt thoughts of himſelf of any in the 
World ; .he hath to do with God in all that he doth, 
and fo he can ſee the defeCts that are in himſelf, and in 
his ſervices : and therefore when he hath done all, he 
doth acknowledg that he is but an »»proſitable ſervant. 
Thus you ſee who this Upright man is ; he is one 
that doth ſtudy to approve his heart unto God, more 
than his ways and aCtions to men. 

We might here ſhew you what are the ſigns and evi- 
dences of this uprightneſs of heart ; but T muſt not en- 
gage too far in that. All that I will ſay, is this, There 
are two Verſes in Davids Pſalms, if you are able to re- 
peat them, and your hearts not give your tongues the 
lye inthe ſaying of them, it will be a great proof and 
evidence of your uprightneſs : the one is that in th> 
139 Pſalm, ver. the laſt. Lord, ſearch me and try me; and 


fee 


C91 
fee iſ” there be any way of wickedneſs in me. If you can 
thus pray to God, that God would try you, and ſearch 
you, and ſee if there be any corruption in you that does 
endanger your Salvation, this is a great ſign of your 
Uprightneſs. That is a ſure Rule: He that repents 
truly of any Sin, he does repent of every Sin, for every 
Sin hath the nature of all Sin init ; and therefore he 
that ſays, This Sin I muſt reſerve; herein the Lord be 
merciful to me: this pride, this Juſt of mine I would 
have (par'd, as Saw! ſpar'd the fatteſt ofthe Cattel, and 
as David would have the young man Abſalom dealt 
gently withal 3 he 1s no upright man. The other Text 
is Pſalm 119.6, Then ſhall T not be aſhamed, when TI have 
reſpe@ to all thy Commandments : Mark, true Upright- 
neſs it hath an eye toall Gods Commandments : to all 
that is good, to know the whole Will of God, and to 
practice itz He does not pick and chuſe amongſt the 
Commandments of God : he that truly makes conſci. 
ence of one Command, makes conſcience of every Com- 
mand ;z partial Obedience, it is hypocritical Obedi. 
ence. So that here now is your Trial, Chriſtians, when 
there is no Sin that you would have hid from Gods 
eye, and no Duty that you would have hid from your 
eyez when there is no Sin which God reveals to 
you to be a Sin, but yourmearts are againſt itz and no 
Duty which God reveals to be your Duty, but your 
hearts are for itz when you make conſcience of the 
leaſt known Sin, and of the leaſt known Duty ; this, and 
nothing leſs than this, will prove your Uprightneſs, will 
prove your Sincerity. I will add but one thing more, 
and fo I ſhall have done with this firſt part of the 
Text : it is tomind you of that Scripture you have 
in 


{ 10 | 


in Eccleſtaftes 7. 29, God made man upright at firſt, but 
he ſought ont many inventions. This Uprightnels, my 
Brethren, was a part. of that perfection wherewith 
Man was endow'd in his Primitive ſtate : but man had 
no ſooner fallen, but preſently he diſcovered the dou- 
bling of his Spirit with God, and ſeeks for hidings and 
coverings to himielf : Since the fall, our hearts are as 
full of this ceceit, this falikood, as ever they can hold : 
the beart of man is deceitful and deſperately wicked a- 
bove all that we are able to know 5; we have the pot- 
ſon of the Serpent in us, agd are become tull of turn- 
ings and windings : you may fee it 1n your little Chil- 
dren, one of the firſt things they learn, 1s to lye, and 
to equivocate, and to'excule, and to hide things, and 
to play the Hypocrites : I ſay, we have it all in us by 
Nature. By Nature we do ſcek our elves, and aim 
at our ſelves in all we do, and not God. Do nat think 
that the Phariſces only were prone to this Hypocrilie, 
to draw nigh to God with their lips, and to have 
their hearts far from him, orto do Duties to be ſeen 
of men. I tell you, we have every one a Phariſee in 
our bellies z therefore we have need to beg of God 
that he would make us upright again, and to pray as 
David did; Lord, create in me anew heart, and renew 
4 right ſpirit within mc. _ 

I come now to ſpeak of his death, and I ſee I mult be 
ſhorteſt there, where I thought to have been longelt; ha- 
ving been longelt already, where I intended to be (hort- 
et : well,the end of this man is peace. His end is pe.ce in 
a twofold oppoſition : Firſt, To a wicked man, though 
his life may be pleaſant, and his way ſmooth and ftrew'd 
with Roſes, yet his end is bitterne(s; his Dceath-be4 
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ſtufe with Thorns ; as the Cloud which had a bright 
fide toward the 1/raclites, had a dark fide to the Fg yp- 
tiansr; lo Death, that hath a bright ſide to a godly 
man, it hatha dark and blackſide towards a wicked 
man : as they ſay in Logick, the concluſion always 
follows the worſer part; So it is with the wicked , 
his concluſion follows the worſer part of his pre- 
miles. 2 

Secondly, His end is peace, in oppoſition to his 
own life; Perhaps a godly mans life may be full of 
trouble; he may meet with many Temptations , 
with great Trials, but his end 1s peace 3 he (hall be 
brought to a quiet Port , and land on a ſhore of 
Reſt. 

But how 18a godly mans end peace 2 and why 1s it 
peace £ Let me ſpeak a little of theſe two. How 1s 
his end peace? His end is peace thele five ways : 

Firſt, If you take Peace for Peace with men, fo h1s 
end 1s Peace 3 he doth endeavour as much as in him 
lics tolive.peaceably with all men 3 and he defires to 
dicin peace withall men: As he did not live in Quar- 
rels, ſo he doth not die in Quarrels 3 he doth not ſuf- 
fer the Sun of his Life to go down upon his Wrath, 
Poſſibly men are at War with him, malign him, perſc. 
cute him, even unto death, as they did Stephens yet 
he is at amity with them, and prays, Lord ley not this 
ſin to their charge « And with Chriſt, Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they do; He hath learnt 
that Leflon which Nature will never teach a man, 
Vatth.5, To love his Enemies, to bleſs them that 
curſe him , to pray for them - which deſpiehtfully uſe 
T8/74 
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Secondly, They have peace with Angels : for when 
they die, theſe bleſſed Spirits do conduct and accom- 
pany their departing Souls unto Abrahams boſom, Luke 
16.22; and at the ReſurreCtion will gather together 
the bodies of the Elect from all corners of the Earth, 
where their duſt hath been ſcattered. Heb. 1. 17, We 
read how Angels, who are Executioners of Gods Judg- 
ments upon the wicked, do ſtand ready to a- 
venge the quarrel of God upon his Enemies z as 
Joab the Captain of Devid's Hoſt was ready to have 
taken off Shime;'s head when he curſed the King, if 
he had but ſaid the word. Theſe Angels which are the 
Hoſts of God, are ſent forth as- miniſtring Spirits, as 
friends to the Saints. 

Thirdly, His exd #s peace with God, God is recon- 
cil'd to him, and he is reconcil'd to God and to all 
his ways: being juitifred by faith, we have peace with 
God; no more anger in his Boſotm, no more frownsin . 
his Face towards him, but all his anger is turned in- 
to Love, Oh that peace of God which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding , that fills his heart and mind! What a 
ſweet thing is it, my Brethren, to be at peace with 
that God whom we have ſo offended by our Sins? to 
have his Face ſmiling upon us, -and his Arms embra- 
cing us > Who knows the ſweetneſs of ſuch ſmiles, but 
thoſe that have felt his frowns therefore Chriſt calls 
them his Friend: : for a man when helies ſick, to have 
the boſom of a reconciled God and Father to be his 
pillow 3 and when he dies, to die in the Arms of Chriſt, 
this muſt make it ſweet dying indeed. 

Foxrthly, He hath peace in his own Conſcience, peace 
m his own Boſom : This is our rejoycing, the teſtimony 


of 
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of 4 good conſcience z and that bird in the boſom, 

oes oftentimes ſing moſt {weetly, when the man draws 
neareſt to his death. Great peace have they that love thy 
law, ſays the Pſalmiſt, and nothing ſhall offend them; 
thou wilt keep him in perfe# peace, whoſe mind is ſtay- 
ed on thee. This follows upon our reconciliation with 
God, peace of Conſcience, that is more worth than a 
Thouſand worlds; and to have Conſcience to be our 
enemy , continually accuſing and upbraiding of us, 
ſtriking us with fearz to have the worm gnawing in 
the Soul, before the worms are feeding on the fleſh; 
This is a continual dropping, this is an Hell upon 
earth : As agood Conſcience 1s a Heaven begun, ſo an 
evil guilty Conſcience is a Hell begun. That 1sa fourth 
thing they have, peace of Conſcience ; as the ſting of 
death is taken away, ſothe ſting of Conſcience is tak 
away likewiſe. , 


Fifthly and laſtly, His end is peace, for he enters into 


peace, into full and perfeCt peace; ſoin 1/aiah 57. 1, 2, 
Where the Prophet is bemoaning the righteous mans 
death, that no man lays it to heart, he Thews, that they 
need not lay his death to heart, in reference to him; 
for he enters into peace. And ſo Simeon, Luk. 2. 29, 30, 
Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace ac- 
cording to thy word, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalva- 
tion ; and bleſſed are the dead that dye in the Lord, for 
they reft from their labours. In the Third Region, 
the upper Region of the Air, they ſay there are no 
Clouds nor Storms, no Thunder nor Lightning. In the 
Third Heavens, in thoſe cceleſtial Manſions, I am ſure 
there- are no troubles, no ſtorms, no fears, no tem- 
ptations, but everlaſting reſt and peace. . But why 
is this Mans end peace? It muſt needs be peace with 
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him in the end; for the God whom he ſerves, he is 
ſtil'd the God f pe zce, and the Chriſt in whom he be- 
licves, he is cal/*d the Prince of peace, and the Spirit 
that dwells jn him, the fruits of that ſpirit is joy and 
Reace., and the Colpel that 1s Prach'd, it 1s cal}'d the 
Goſpel of Þ (ec; and the Vinitters that are his Teach- 
ers, they arc call'd the Ambaſſadors of peace : their 
work is to 1 uovlilh peace ; and the Kingdom of God in 
vhich they are, or rather Which 1s in. them, it does 
confilt in peace, in righteouſneſs, and joy in the holy 
Ghoſt 5 and that Covenant that is between God and 
them, it is a Covenant of peace; and the great Bene- 
diction and blcfling of the Goſpel, it 1s grace and peace; 
and they themſelves are tiled the ſors of peace, and 
the children ef peace 3 and therefore they mult needs 
have pcace in th E end. 

I muſt not ſpeak to all theſe, I will content my (cf, 
only with theſe to grounds of the point, 

Firſi, A godly mans end muſt needs be peace upon 
this ground : ; Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt hath made his Peace, 
procui'd his peace, and 1 left peace to him 3; he made 
peace for us, Col. 1.20, Having made peace dlenel the 
bloed. of his croſs; and the c< iſtiſemcent of our peace 
was upon him. Sin had made a breach between Hea- 
ven and Earth, and Chriſt comes to ſtand in the gap, 
and takes up all qu Crrels and therefore having made 
Peace, when he carte to dye, he bequeath'd peace to 
all his peopic as t! r Legs CY, Joh. 4. 27, Peace 1 
leave _ you, my os e Teiveunto you, not as the world 
g£IVE ctheivc Tunto you e let not your heart be troubled, nets 
ther let it be xſrz2:d. And the Spirit, the Holy Gholt, 
Chriſt hath left him as his Executor, Who is a faithiu 
E xecutor to witncls this peace to the SQulz he is the 
Dove 


[ 5 ] 
Dove that brings this Olive-branch of peace to the 
Soul, to tell us that the Waters of Gods anger are al- 
[wag'd, 
Secondly \ The end of a 70G Iv man muſt nocds bi 


4 % _ ICC ry , [ 4* + 
Peace too UPON this account. Becauſe all goie tiring 
are remaQV U anc tae out oft the wav. ST | ITEFEGJEIECS 
nis Peace 5 vin and Sitan, the two Vroat tt Dales 


and cilturvers of our Peace, are t; _ 1 OUL Of £1: War, 
I. Sit ; What makes God frown upon bur (in ? 
and what makes us atraid of God, yt in? GCoinpe ce, 
ſaith Chriſt, #/ »y fins are forgroen threes And when fn, 
the cauſe of the breach, 15 rcmov'd, then prace mult 
needs follow : Now ali (in 1s fully pardoned and for- 
given to the godly Man; God hath remoy « ins fins 
from him, as far as the Eait is from the Weſt; What 
then ſhould hinder his peace? And as there is no {in 
that is Icft Unpardon © by God, lo there 18. no {11 that 15s 
unrepented ot by the godly Mans and therefore peace 
mult needs follow : when God puts away our fin by 


pardoning it, and we put away our lin t00 by repent- 


ng of it. hs PCAce follows: GO 11 PUTS WAV OUT EH NS, 
as far as the Ea\t is from The \Velt, fo as ncvcr to re- 
member” them more z and when we put av ay our tits 
a5 far as the Eaſt is from the Welt, {o as never to return 
to them any more, t::cn toliov's peace indeed. While 
ſin is unrepented of, never look for peace 53 when any 
In is indulg'd tn the Sou}, there cannot bu pe Ce with 
God, whiles we are at peace with any [11 ) ONE Kt! LOW [1 
{in kept up1a thy heart, 15 enough to breed an everialt- 


ing war between God and thy Soul : Biit nuw, when 
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2. And then the Devil, who is the great Accuſer 
of the Brethren, and Enemy of our peace, he is de- 
ſtroy*d, That by death he might deſtroy him that had 
the power of death, that is the Devil, Heb. 2. 14. What 
power hath the Devil over Death, not of a Judg, but 
of a Jaylor and Executioner, having deſtroyed him ? 
How is the Devil deſtroyed by Chriſt, not as to his 
being, but power , which he had to make Death ter- 
rible? Well then, if Sin be taken out of the way, and 
the Devil be deſtroyed too, then peace mult needs 
follow to the godly man. I know there 1s an Obje- 
jection may be made. 

You ſay, that the godly man hath peace 7» his end: 
What, are there not ſome whom we have cauſe to judg 
are perfe&t ayd upright men, and yet have died far 
from this peace ; they have (et in a Cloud, diedin a 
dark aad diſconſolate (tate ? 

For anſwer to that, I will only fay theſe two things : 
Firſt, That the moſt general Rule may have ſome ex- 
ceptions ; though this be laid down as a general Rule 
in Scripture, yet God may make ſome exceptions to 
itz it 1s poſſible a good conſcience may be an unquiet 
conſcience , though 'tis a rare thing for a godly man 
to die without any peace 3 for the righteous hath hope 
in his death. 

Secondly, I fay, That though a godly man may not 
always have peace in his death as to his own ſenſe and 
apprehenſion, yet his (tate is a ſtate of peace and re- 
conciliation with God 3 though his peace be not al- 
ways clear,yet it is always ſure. A wicked man may have 
no bonds in his death, and yet his eltate may be never 
. the better for that; and a ggdly man may ſometimes 


die full of feats and tremblings, and yet his eſtate 
be 


EW 
be never the worſe for that. He hath matter for peace, 
and his trouble is for want of underſtanding things 
aright :. though he ſets in a Cloud in this life, yet he 
riſes without a Cloud in the other life, 

There is a third part of the Doftrine behind that 1 
ſhould have ſpoken to, and that. is our Duty —— to 
mark this perfe# man, and behold this upright mar : 
And I might have ſhown you wherein we ſhould mark 
him. | 

Mark him, 1. In his I-greſ7, in his entrance upon 
the ways of God ; mark him in his converſion to God, 
in his turning from fin to God. 

2. Mark him in his Progreſs, how he holds on in the 
ways of God, how he walks with God. 

Thirdly, Mark him in his Regreſs, how he returns a+ 
24in ; if at any time he go out of the way, if he do 
fall, and be overtaken, how he riſes again by repeat- 
ance: Mark how he confeſles his fins, and ſincerely be- 
wails them, and does not excuſe them as 8ax/ did. 

And Laſtly, Mark him in his Fgreſs, how he goes out 
of the World, how hedyes 3 and it the dying {peeches 
of Gods Children had all been recorded, it would 
have been a Book more worth than Gold : In all theſe 
reſpetts, there are many things in the godly that are 
worth our obfervation ; the truth is, there is no man 
elſe in the World that is hardly worth the looking at, 
but the Godly man: As the Prophet ſaid to that great 
King, 2 Kings 3.14, As the Lord of Hoſts liveth, be- 
fore whom I ſtand, were it not that I regard the preſence 
of Jehoſhaphat the King of Judah, I would not look to- 
ward; thee, nor ſee thee. Though he was a great King, 
yet he was but a contemptible piece in the Prophets 
exe, becauſe not a godly Man, We are apt to gaze 
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upon the great ones of the World, to look at them, 
becauſe of their Greatneſs, and Riches, and Honours 
but the truth is, ofly the godly man is worth looking 
at, this is the Man that God looks at : To this man will I 
look, faith God, as it he were taken with the light. 

[ might ſhew you too, to what end we ſhould mark 
the godly Man: Not as Deriel's enemies markt him, 
to ſee if they con!d find him tripping z and not as many 
that mark David, to encourage themſelves to fin : But 
we are to mark him, as the Apoſtle direfts us, Phil. 3. 
17, Mark ſuch. that you may follow their example. 
And then” how far we are to follow the example of the 
?odly, Be followers of me, ſaith the Apoſtle, as I am 
of Chrijt, But I cannot ſtand upon thele things. 


Uſe Firſt, This might ſhew us the happineſs of the 
godly Man:we uſe to ſay, That is well that ends welthen- 
ſure it will be well with the godly Man,for he ends well, 
his end is peace, he enters into peace; and what a com- 
fortable thing it 1s to ſtand by the Bed-ſide of a godly 
Man, to hear how comfortably he talks of going to 
God? I know, ſays he, whom I have believed; and 
how familiarly he can ſpeak of Death 3 0h Death where 
is thy ſling! And with what deſires aud longings he 
waits for his great change ; I ſhall but change my place, 
T fhall not change my company. And with what quiet- 
neſs he can lye down inthe Grave; with as much qui- 
etneſs as he can put off his Clothes to lye down in his 
Bed : For indeed, the Grave is but the Bed of a god- 
Iy Man, where he lies down to (keep ; he is glad that 
the time of his departure is ſo nigh, and can ſay, Come 
ye Angels, and do your office, 

Second!y, This would inform us of the miſery of 
wicked 


£9 
wicked and ungodly men, it is the perfe& the upright 

Man whoſe end 1s peace ; What thea is like to be the 

end of the ungodly ? What peace, as he ſaid, ſo long as 

the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel remain 5 $o, what 

peace can there be to thee, finner, whiles thou art going 

on in ways of wickedneſs, whiles thou art a lover of 
thy plealures, a lover of thy luſt, a lover of thefe more 

than a lover of God? You know that ſpeech of the 

Prophet 1/aiah, There is no peace, ſaith my God, to the 

wicked. [lt 1s not I, but God that lays it, ſays the Pros» 

phet; falſe Prophets may cry peace, peace, to you, fay- 

10g, you may repent at laſt, and do well enough 3 and 

your own hearts may cry peace, peace to you, God ts 

merciful, and all are finners as well as we: I, but there 

is no peace to the wicked, ſays my God. God hath ſaid 

it, That men going on in ways of wickedneſs, there is 

no peace to them ; but it will be bitterneſs in the latter 

end : Such a one will ſay, oh ! what will become of 
me? what ſhall I do? which way ſoever thou lookelſt, 
thou canſt (ce nothing but that which may diſquiet thy 
poor Soul: If thou lookeſt above thee, there is the 
wrath of an Almighty Infinite God hanging over thy 

head ; if thou look'ſt within thee, there is a guilty Con- 
ſcience accuſing thee z if thou look#lt beneath thee, 

there is the bottomleſs pit gaping on thee, ready to de- 
vour thee ; ſo that which way ſoever thou look'lt, a- 
bove thee, beneath thee, within thee, without thee, 
thou canſt ſee nothing but blackneſs, and darkneſs; 
There are other Uſes might be made of it, but I mult paſs 
them by, that I might ſpeak a little to the occalion of 
this Diſcourte. 


My 
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Y Brethren, the Text that we have 

now open'd to you, I may truly fay, 

hath been fulfF'd before your eyes in 

the Life and Death of this precious Saint and 
Servant of God, that is taken from you : I 
might go over the Text again, and (ſhew you 
how he was this perfe& Man ; whether you 
look upon him as a Man, or as a Chriſtian, or 
as a Miniſter, he had thole pertetions in him 
that did render him belov'd and honour'd by 
all that knew him ; and it therc be any that 
had not a reſpeQ and value for him, it was be. 
cauſe they did not know him : He was no em- 
pty-Cask, but a Vellel filled with choice and 
precious Liquor, as appeared by thoſe gracious 
\ and ſavoury Diſcourſes, which did fo often 
come from him. As to the Gitts and Graces of 
Gods Spirit, he had them both in a very high 
degree of perteQion;he was both able to teach, 
and apt to teach, which is but a rare conjunGti- 
on ; for many that are moſt able to teach, are 
not always moſt apt and ready to teach; and 
ſome that are moſt apt and forward to Teach, 
they are not always moſt able to Teach; he 
had a ſpring of living waters within him, In his 
Prayers and Preaching, he need not Pump, for 
they did flow from him as waters out of a full 
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Fountain ; out of the abundance of his heart; 
we may rruly ſay, he did both Preach and Pray : 
God had given him the Tongue of the Learned, 
whereby he was able to ſpeak a word in Graf 
upon-'all occaſions. 

The Word of God did dwell fo richly in 
him, that he needed not any long time in pre- 
paration, but could ſpeak to any Subje& both 
pertinently and profitably upon very ſhort 
warning, 

He was one fitted, nor only to declare the 
Truth, but to Sefond the Truth ; witneſs that 
book of his concerning the Immortality of the 
Soul. He was mighty in Prayer,and powerful in 
Preaching. [ haye often thonohe he had a more 
than ordinary preſence of God in all that he did. 

But ſecondly , He was this »pright man ; 
and indeed, his great perteCtion lay in that 
uprightneſs and integrity of Spirit that ap- 


pear'd in him. In all that he did, he did not. 


f{cek himſelf, or ſerve himſelf of the Goſpel ; 

he had his eye to his Maſters glory, and not 
to his own gain or gory : though he had the 
overſight of two Congregations , yet he did 


not take the overſight of them for filthy lucres- 


ſake. I ſuppoſe many here can bear him wit- 
neſs, that he made not one penny of profit in 


the. 
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the Year, but rather (pent many.pounds upon 
their ſervice, God had bleſt him with an F- 
Rate of his own, and he rejoyc'd to preach the 
Colpel freely 3 though he had a double Care 
and a double Charge upon him,yet he had not 
a donble Benefit : he could truly tay, as Paul, 
AQ. 20. 23, I have coveted no mans ſilver or 
gold ; no, it was the holy lucre of gaining 
of Souls to Chriſt that his heart did moſt co- 
vet, and therein God gave him the deſire of his 
heart. His Miniſtry was not blaſted with dry 
breaſts, and a miſcarrying womb ; but as he 
travelled with the ſalvation of Sinners, ſo he 
{aw the fruit of the travel of his Soul, and was 
ſatisfied; as he laboured abundantly in the 
work of the Lord, ſo God proſpered and ble(- 
ſed his labours abundantly. He did not run in 
vain, pray 1n vain, preach in vain : God made 
him a blefſed Inſtrument of good, of Eternal 
good to many Souls. And he did as little mind 
the praiſe and glory of this World as he did the 
profits and gain of it. He ſought his honour in 
God only, and was carry'd forth with pure aims 
and reſpects to his glory. I have {ometines 
heard him profeſs,that he ſcarcely knew what it 
was to lie under the temptation of defiring the 


praiſe and commendations of men in what he 
| did. 
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did. He ſaw ſuch an emptineſs in all humane 
applauſe, and had his eye fo fixt upon his Ma- 
ſters glory, that 1t put out all vain humane 
glory in his eſtimation. I have ofren admir'd 
him tor the good things of the Spirir of God 
that I ſaw in him : for that ſpirit of Faith that 
dwelt in him : he liv'd in as firm and lively 
belief of the Fternal and inviſible things of 
the other World, as any man that ever I 
knew : For that Spirit of Adoption that reſted 
upon him ( for he was as much above the ſpi- 
rit of Fear and Bondage, as any man that ever 
I knew ); For that Spirit of Heavenly- 
mindednelſs that he liv'd in continually : He 
had his heart and converſation in Heaven, as 
much as any man that ever I knew : For that 
Spirit of holy Courage he was fill'd' with- 
al : for he was one that would ſtand for God 
in the worſt of times : and when he judg'd 
that the Cauſe and Truthot God required it, 
he would not be daunted and driven from his 
Duty by the fear of men. OS 

But above all, his glory and rMQllency lay 
in this, the uprightneſs and integrity of his 
ſpirit, that he ſerv'd his Lord and Maſter with 
ſuch a ſingle eye, and fuch'ia ſingle heart, I. 
have ſometimes {cen him rejoyce 1n ſpirit, and 


{peak 
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ſpeaking of the great comfort that he found 
10 his Soul upon. this account ; that his Con- 
ſcience did bear him witneſs, that he ſought 
the glory of God in what he did, above all the 
world, and expeded his reward from Godonly ; 
I have often thought,that if ever I ſaw an Ijrae- 
lite indeed in whom was no guile, he was one, 
And as he was thus perte& and upright in 
his life, ſo his end was peace and bleſlednels : 
I ſaw him only the Evening before he died, 
and asked him how he did ? He anſwered me, 
That he had been under a wery ſharp rod ; But 
it was that which my heavenly Father (aid he) 
hath laid upon me ; for as many as I love, I re- 
buke and chaſten : that is a Paradox, ſaid he, to 
the world ; but everlaſting Arms are underneath 
me: and I bleſs God he hath taken all the terror 
of Death quite away from me. And when ano- 
ther asked him, It he had not the re{timony 
and witnels of a good Conlcience ; he would 
ſay, Truly, I bave ſerved God in ſincerity ; and 
can truly *  o{ bawe believed, and therefore have 
I ſpoke.” ©. hen thoſe that were abour him, 
pitied him becauſe of his great pains and Ago- 
nies: Tow know not, ſaid he, what my pains 
are, and you know not what my Conſolations are ! 
Oh, how ſweet will my glory and triumph be af- 
tel 
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ter theſe ſharp pains ! And when his Relations 
wept about him, he would be diſpleaſed with 
tham, ſaying, What, are you troubl'd that God 
# calling home his Children ? If you think IT am 
afraid of Death, you are miſtaken, for I bave ns 
fear of death upon me. He had not the leaſt 
Cloud upon. his ſpirit in all his ſickneſs, that 
could be perceived by thoſe about him. And in 
the midſt of the ſharpeſt pains ( which could not 
but be very ſharp, by a large ſtone in his blad- 
der and kidneys : one of them being waſted,and 
the other extreamly ſwoln ); under all his pains, 
no other language came from him, but, Father 

pity thy Child, But I ſee I muſt break off: tor the 
clouds return again after the rain, & the waters 
are ready to overflow the banks, and I would 

not have you drown'd in tears : What ſhall I 
ſay, my Brethren? precious in the 11ight of God 
15 both the life and death of his Saints : the me- 
mory of the righteous ſhall be bleſſed; the name 
of holy men it 15 as a precious Ointment pour- 
ed forth, and ſo is the name of this holy man. 
We need not bring any Spices to embalm him, 
we need not raiſe him up any Tomb or Monu- 
ment : he hath a better Monument ereed in 
the hearts of Gods people, and of God him- 
ſelf, than any we are able to erect unto him, 

E This 
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This I-muſt ſay, and this is all that T will fay, 
I verily beheve there are few men that have 
been more belov'd whileſt they lived, or more 
bewail'd when they died. Though the day of 
his Funeral was a clear Sunſhine «day withbur 
any Clouds, yet I am ſure there were many 
ſhowrs of Tears that fell by the way as he was 
paſſing to his grave. I thould have {ſpoken 
{ſomething to thoſe that are lefr behind. 

1. To his Relations, a word to them : Do not 
you mourn asthole that are without hope; why 
ſhould your eyes be pouring out tears for him, 
when all tears.are wip'd from his eyes? he is with 
God and Chriſt;and the innumerable company 
of Angels, and Spirits of juſt men made perfeS : 
he is before the Throne trinmphing; and if you 
could hear him; he would fay to you, Weep nor 
for me,” (hed not one tear for me ; but weep for 
your ſelves. You have not one doubt, not one 
fear concerning his everlaſting happineſs ; and 
Oh what a quieting con{ideration ſhould that 
be to you | 

2. To you that were his Church and People, 
I ſhould have ſpoken a few words to you : 1.Be 
you ſenſible of your loſs,lay to heart the breach 
thar God hath made amongſt you ; and fach 
breathes as this ſhould not be look'd upon with 
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unbroken hearts: You know how they la- 
mented Samuel when he died*%; and how 
they lamented Aaron and Stephen when they 
died; and you have great cauſe of lamenta- 
tion, You, will day, We: have wept again 
and again. I, but weep not only for your loſs, 
but tor your ſins; we can many times pour out 
floods of tears upon our loſſes, when we ean 
look upon Sin that was the true cauſe of: all, 
with dry eyes all the while. I tell you, if your 
heads were Fountains of waters, and your eyes 
Rivers of tears, you could never gk W. 
wail thoſe (ins by which you have ſinned fo ma- 
ny godly Miniſters into their graves of late : for 
when faithful and pious Miniſters are going off 
ſo faſt from us, 'tis a ſad ſign of ſome ſevere 
judgment that is coming on apace:: therefore 
lay this lols to heart:  - 

To lole ſuch a painful, pious, faithful La- 
bourer as-he was, it is no little loſs. He had 
a large heart, as,the ſand upon the Sea-ſhore , 
for the doing of good: he was-one that did be- 
{tm himſelf to do good: | and:'did much work 
in a little time. Oh, my Brethren, he-is one 
that will be dearly miſt by all : His Family 
will nfs him, and his People 'will-:miſs' him ; 
the Countrey-will,mifs him, and:rhe City will 
E 2 miſs 
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miſs him too. Saints will miſs him to build 
chem up in their Faith : and Sinners will miſs 
him, to awaken and rouſe them out of their 
ſins : the Poor will miſs him, to raiſe Colle- 
aions for them, to refreſh their bowels : and 
the rich will miſs him, to ſpur and quicken 
them up tobe rich in good works. 

The ſecond thing I would fay to you, is 
this: That you would live as thoſe that 
have fate under the Miniſtry of ſo pious and 
worthy a Perfon ; how is that, ou will ſay ? 
firſt, 'walk as Children of- Purity : Secondly, 
as Children of Peace : for he was a Friend: to: 
both, 

Firft, Walk as Children of Purity : thoſe 
pure, heavenly and ſpiritual Exhortations that 
you have heard from him, they do call for a 
pure and heavenly Converſation from you : 
though he be dead\and buried , do not ler 
his: Sermons die and be buried with him; the 
death.of the Miniſter ſhould indeed revive his 
lInftructions, and: enliven and? imprint the re- 
membrance of .them: the more deeply upon the 
hearts of the people. 

Secondly, Walk as the Children of peace too, 
and maintairi'Peace and Unity amongſt- your 
elves; though the Shepherd be'\{mitteri, yer 
| let 
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let not the Sheep be ſcatter'd ; let not this 
breach that God hath made, be the occaſion of 
any more breacts amongſt you : Remember 
the words of Dawid, How ſweet and. lovely a 
thing it is, for brethren to live together in unity; 
Remember the words of Chrift, That bleſſed are 
the peace-makers. And read oyer thoſe words 
of Paul when you come home, x Cor. 1. 10, for 


I have not time to read them: Take heed, Bre- 


thren of walking fo,as to-bring a diſhonour and 
an evil report upon. your Paſtor and Teacher 
now he is gone: O! think with your ſelves, 
Did my Paſtor teach-me to be proud, or to-be 
covetous, or to be unjuſt, or to-be cenſorious ? 
If he could return again upon the earth, and 
fee any of you ſuch, Would he not ſay to you, 
Did you learn theſe things of me 2? 

Laſtly, 'A word of Counſel in general, and 
ſo I have done. Do-we deſire to: have peace 
inour end? F, that is ig which we all deſire. 
Would we fain dye comfortably? Who doeslnot 
deſire to do ſo? Here is your way; Two things 
I would leave with you : 

t. Mark the perfe&t and upright man, to imi- 
tate his example. *Fis the command of the 
Apoſtle, Heb. 13. 7, He would have them 

| mark: 
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* mark them» that labour amongſt; them, and fol. 


low their. converſation.:. Of: 1t, 1s a matter of 


greag-GQncernment, whom. yaa tollow, whom 
you-imizate | Alas, if you live with the wicked, 
if you follow vain perſons, you muſt dye with 
them 3; Cco-not think to live talfly and diflem- 
blingly; and yet to dye comfortably ; do not 
think to live with Pharoah, and yet to dye with 
Moſes, to live with Tudas, to live with Demas, 
and yet; to dye with Paul: No, we muſt live 
with the pure, with upright and perfect men ; 
we-muſt make them to be our examples, if we 
would dye with them ; we ſhould make a good 
uſe-of every good: example that God hath giyen 
us. A godly Man when he dyes, bequeaths us 
this Legacy, .he leaves us the Picture of his Life 
to walk by. 

2. You muſt not only mark the perfect mans 
example, and behold the upright man ; but you 
your'{clves muſt live fo, as you may give and 
leave a good example to others : Brethren, 'tis 
not only the duty of thoſe that teach you, to 
give a good example, as Paul cxhorts Timothy 
and Titus to be examples to the believers, in 
word, in converſation, in charity, in faith, in pus 
rity: But it is the duty of hearers to give g 
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exampleFonetoancther.- The Apoſtle exhorts 
aged Women,  T#, 2. 2, by their example to 
teach the younger Women; and exhorrs Wives, 
to have their convetfation (o in tear,(1Per.1.3,) 
that their Husbands beholding their g00d con- 
verſation, may be won to the truth ; it may be 
thy Husband 1s not won by the hearing of the 
Word, but thou ſhouldſt labour to be fo holy, 
humble, loving, and obedient in thy convyer- 
ſation, that hereby thou maiſt convince him. 
What knoweſt thon, O man, whether thou ſhalt 
ſave thy wife £ and what knoweſt thou, O woman, 
whether thay, ſhalt ſave thy husband ? Are there 
not many Husbands that have cauſe to bleſs 
God for their godly Wives ? Are there not 
many Wives, that have cauſe to bleſs God for 
their godly Husbands ? Arg there not many 
Children, that have caule to bleſs God for their 
godly Parents ? There are many in Heaven 
who will be bleſling God to all eternity, that 
ever they ſaw the -taces of ſuch and ſuch per- . 
ſons, by whoſe holy converſations they were 
won to the love and liking of the ways of 


God. 


Now then, Labour to imitate the examples 
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